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GROUP NEWS          January 2023 

On behalf of all the Leaders, we hope that you had an enjoyable Christmas  

We Wish You All 

A Happy New Year 

 

 

Sections will be starting back after the Christmas holidays; we 

have a busy year coming up with the Kings Coronation in May. Our 

Summer Fair on Sunday 25th June and we hope to be holding a 

Group (Family) camp at the beginning of September where all 

Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs, Scouts, Young leaders, leaders, friends 

of PG  and their families will be able to join us camping for a fun 

packed weekend. 

 

PG Christmas Trees 

Thank you goes Peta & Charlie Almond for coordinating the sales and delivery of this year 

Christmas tree fundraising activity and to all the Parents and Scouts who delivered the trees 

and collecting them for recycling and of course to everyone who purchased a PG Christmas 

tree.  

We have raised over £4,600.  

 
 

SAFELY DROPPING OFF TO MEETINGS 
PINKNEYS GREEN - Scout Hall Winter Hill Road - Can we remind Parents to 

operate a One Way System when dropping off or collecting your children from 

Squirrels, Beavers, Cubs or Scouts, also please don't turn your cars around in our 

neighbours driveways and DON’T PARK or PICK UP where the WHITE LINES 

are outside the hall  

Please Drive Slowly down Golden Ball Lane below the 20mph Speed Limit 

Park on the Scout Hall side of the road facing Furze Platt Road, parking lights on when it’s dark.   

Don’t Park in the drive ways of Flint Lodge, Christmas Cottage or Pond House 

 

LITTLEWICK GREEN - Gilchrist Village Hall - can we also remind parents 

dropping off and picking up your children from Squirrels, Beavers and Cubs    

DON’T PARK in Gilchrist Way as this is strictly reserved for residents.  

We ask parents to please park a little further down on Jubilee Road or on Coronation 

Road and walk up; you may need a torch!  Please ask your Childs leader if you are 

not sure.  

 
 

PLEASE  HELP  US  TO  BE  GOOD  NEIGHBOURS 

DO NOT PARK ACROSS OUR NEIGHBOURS' DRIVEWAYS 
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Maidenhead Scout Shop 

Every Thursday Evening 

7pm – 8.45pm  
(Term Time) 

Second Saturday of month 

10am to 12 noon  
at  

19th Maidenhead Hut Holmanleaze  

(Behind Magnet) 

www.maidenheadscouts.org.uk/scout-shop/ 

Betty Jakes  

We are very sorry to hear that Betty Jakes has sadly 

passed away. 

Betty started at PG as an Assistant Cub Master to PGs 

Cub Master David Pearce from July 1959, before 

becoming PGs Cub Master (Akela) from March 1963 to 

October 1972, before she moved to Poole in Dorset. 

Best wishes of all Group members, goes to her husband Reg and their two 

daughters.  Our condolences go to her family. 

 
 

 

Used Postage Stamps   

Reminder, Tarka (Barry Palmer) is collecting used postage stamps for RNIB 

We are still collecting stamps, please save them for us when they come through your 

post box or at your work. Make sure you leave a centimetre of envelope or 

packaging around each stamp. Then either put them through the Scout Hall letter 

box, or give them to your child’s section leader. 

Thank you to everyone who has already dropped off stamps. 

Outgrown your Uniform or Moved Section 

If you have a uniform jumper, shirt, shorts, trousers or Yellow PG Tee shirt that your child has outgrown or no longer 

requires, please donate it to us. Please give it to a leader, so it can go in the second hand uniform box.  

Uniform 

Can we remind ALL Squirrel, Beaver, Cub, Scout & Explorer 

parents that your child is expected to wear correct uniform to 

their section meetings.   These can be purchased from 

Maidenhead Scout Shop  

For more details, plus map for directions: 

                  http://maidenheadscouts.org.uk/scout-shop  

Please make sure that you know your child’s Chest & waist size. 

The shop will be open every Thursday evening except for half 

term 

For Yellow PG Tee Shirts please contact Raksha (Sheila 

Stinton) 01628 628160 or at WH Beavers & Cubs.  

Amazon Smile 
Thank you goes to everyone who is using us as a charity on Amazon 

Smile 

If you order on Amazon we are now registered on Amazon Smile and we 

will receive 0.5% of the net purchase.  

You need to do the following      Enter www.smile.amazon.co.uk  and 

log in to your Amazon account  Search for  “Pinkneys Green Scout 

Group” as your charity.  Every time you go to Amazon you always have 

to go to www.smile.amazon.co.uk  to support Pinkneys Green Scout 

Group.  Amazon will then donate 0.5% of the net purchase price to us  

Chewing/ Bubble Gum 
Can we remind all Beavers, Cubs, Scouts and Explorers that Chewing and 

Bubble Gum is BANNED from the Scout Hall and all Scouting activities 

that they take part in, as members of PG.  

The reason is that Chewing & Bubble gum can be dangerous if swallowed. 

It is also VERY antisocial when left on the Scout Hall floor, on tables, 

chairs etc. 

 

http://www.maidenheadscouts.org.uk/scout-shop/
http://maidenheadscouts.org.uk/scout-shop
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/
http://www.smile.amazon.co.uk/
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From our Group Scout Leader  
As this year comes to an end, I wanted to say a massive THANK YOU to all the parents and supporters of the group, for 

all of the help at our fund raising events, Summer Fair, Jumble and Christmas Trees, volunteering for our cleaning rota.  

On behalf of all of the members a Big BRAVO to all of the leaders for all of their work at the each section meeting. Its 

been a good year getting back to being able to do scouting without restrictions. 

We have gained 2 new Squirrel Dreys, children have moved up between sections, lost a few and gained more.  

New leaders in several sections. 

I would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year where ever you are in the world celebrating. 

If you happen to be home in Maidenhead on New Years day out annual walk starts at the cricket pitch car park at 10.30. 

Best wishes to you all 

Erica Hunter 

 

Christingle (Carol) Service 
It was good to see all the Parents, Squirrels, Beavers, 

Cubs, Scouts and Friends of PG at our Christingle 

Service at our parish church at St James the Less, 

Stubbings.   

Special thanks go to Revd. Tom Etherton for arranging 

the service. The Scouts, James Almond Alfie Booth, 

Cooper Sanders & Jude Sanders for reading the 

readings.  Also to parents who made the Christingles 

and to everyone who supplied the mince pies, for the 

refreshments served afterwards in the Soltau Centre. We 

had traditional carols as well as the Christingles.  

Parents – Hall Cleaning Rota 
We are looking for more parents volunteers to join a Parent Rota to clean the hall Toilet area and kitchen 

area and a quick sweep over the main hall floor, wash the kitchen Mitchell room and toilet floors a couple of 

times a year.   

We need to sort a rota out for this term. If you can spare approx. 45 minutes once a term, time to suit you, 

please complete our online form via www.pgscouts.org.uk/clean/ 

Anytime between Tuesday morning (Weds only before 6pm, Thursdays before 5pm after 6pm) and Fridays 

before 5pm.  Thank You goes to all the parents who helped his year, it was a great help.  

CALLING ALL PARENTS AND PG FRIENDS 
Trustees help behind-the-scenes with organising and governance, meeting monthly via Zoom, as well as face to face when 

they want to roll their sleeves up. 

We are looking for new Trustees to bring their own skills, knowledge and experience to the PG Scout Executive 

Committee.  

People who: 

 can see things from different viewpoints 

 are passionate about supporting their community 

 want to support young people receive skills for life.  

https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers  

Great for professional development, gaining experience in strategic 

planning, finance, risk management etc.   

If you want to discuss further, please contact:  

Chair: Natasha (natasha_medhurst@yahoo.co.uk) 

 

http://www.pgscouts.org.uk/clean/
https://www.scouts.org.uk/volunteers
natasha_medhurst@yahoo.co.uk
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SQUIRREL NEWS    

Winter Hill Drey 
It’s been a busy time with the run up to Christmas. We touched on emergency first aid and how to call 999. We 

spoke about people who help us. Squirrels then got to try on some police gear, which of course they loved.  

Another evening it was Christmas craft time. After playing a game and burning some energy off, the squirrels made 

a card and a decoration for their tree. Then the latest two squirrels were invested. We had Christmas cooking 

evening. The squirrels made armpit fudge, peppermint creams and food for the reindeer. 

The final week of the year the squirrels enjoyed a Christmas party with a special video message from Father 

Christmas. The squirrels enjoyed games, dancing and hot chocolate and cornflake cakes.  

I would like take this opportunity to thank all the parents and volunteers who help make squirrels a success, a would 

like to wish everyone a merry Christmas and happy New Year.  
Tic Tac  Winter Hill   (Tom Beynon)  

Littlewick Drey  

Littlewick Drey have been busy in December planting cress, drawing, playing games, making Squirrel Christmas 

decorations, Christmas cards and making lots of yummy Christmas themed treats!  

Last meeting of term we managed to award Go Wild and Be Active badges!  Well done, Squirrels!  

  Tufty Littlewick  (Hannah Smith)  

BEAVER NEWS     
Winter Hill Colony  
We had an evening of skills challenge badge, which involved lightning a candle, tying a tie and shoe laces, changing 

a battery and threading a needle. 
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One evening we spoke about the issue around water, and how some countries don’t have access to running 

water.   The beavers then made their own water filters with bottles, sand, stones and coffee filter paper.  

With Christmas fast approaching we had a meeting where the beavers painted Christmas designs on jars which 

were then turned into tea light holders. 

The final meeting of the year was our traditional beaver banquet. Thank you to those that turned up and 

celebrated with us. This is a where the beavers can invite a parent or carer and enjoy sausage, chips baked 

beans and pudding. I would like to wish everyone a very merry Christmas and a happy New Year. 

Tic Tac Winter Hill  (Tom Beynon) 

CUB NEWS  

Littlewick Pack  
The cubs have had great fun with the build up for Christmas. They worked hard making tree decorations, great 

creative ideas came to life with snowy mountain scenes and sewing skills were worked on while making replica 

cub scarfs. The tree looked great when combined with the squirrels and beavers decorations.  

The young leaders then arranged a fantastic Christmas party with a Christmas card competition and party 

games all while looking festive in their Christmas jumpers.  

A great end to what has been a fantastic year for the cubs.  

 

Rama  Littlewick (Emma de Goede) 

Winter Hill Pack  
The cubs have rounded off a fantastic year with a trip to Maidenhead Pantomime 

with other sections from the group. It felt really Christmassy with the cold, snowy 

weather and all enjoyed the performance including an appearance of ex-PG Cub 

Charlie Fidler who played the Prince/Beast.  

In the lead up to Christmas, the cubs completed their 'good turn’ of the day by 

decorating Christmas Cards ready to go to hospital patients who might not be 

enjoying Christmas in the same way we often can at home. Colouring the designs was 

a surprisingly calming - and addictive - activity. 

 Akela Winter Hill  (Jon Corbitt) 

SCOUT NEWS 

2023 CAMPS 

We have had to change the date of our weekend camp in May, due to the Kings Coronation; the new date of 

the camp will now be Friday 19 May to Sunday 21 May 

Summer Camp, we are planning to go to Cornwall, during the first two weeks of 

the Summer Holidays.  We are looking for help from parents, with driving a mini 

bus to transport the Scouts to / from Cornwall or driving one of the 7.5 ton lorries 

we will be hiring to take equipment to / from camp  -  If you can think of 

anyone who can help us please contact Simon simon@pgtips.org.uk for more details 
 

Littlewick Troop  
Our final run of meetings for 2022 started with a meeting learning about the affects of drugs and alcohol. 

Scouts had to learn about the subject matter then answer questions in a slightly modified “Who wants to be a  

millionaire” style. The high value questions were quite the memory test. 

Following this were two meetings on issues faced both at home and globally. The first was about who and who 

should not be allowed to strike. This was in a balloon debate format with winners of debates in small groups 

mailto:simon@pgtips.org.uk
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going to a final. For perhaps self-interested reasons, the scouts were at ease with teachers going on strike. The 

next meeting was about global sporting events and what good and bad they bring. The World Cup is obviously 

topical but we broadened the debate, via posters, to more general considerations. 

For our penultimate meeting, the scouts were set the challenge of building a geodesic dome from paper straws, 

tape and instructions. 

This activity proved 

much more difficult 

than expected and any 

errors in the cut 

lengths of the straws 

slowly  revealed  them 

selves as the dome 

grew. One team  

succeeded at building a 

very solid dome and 

two others came close. 

Over these few meeting   

we also invested two new scouts, moving up from cubs, to the troop. Welcome Max and Douglas. 

Our final meeting was our traditional Christmas party which featured party games with occasional scouting 

twists. It was a lot of fun and some excellent Christmas jumpers and hats were on display. We hope everyone 

has a really great Christmas holiday and we will restart meetings on the 9th January. 

Scout Leader Littlewick  (Mark Courtier) 

 

Winter Hill Troop   
December was a very busy months, we 

met every Friday, starting off with the 

first part of the Emergency Aider First 

Aid badge. The Scouts learnt 

bandaging, recovery position and what 

to do with a burn or scald. They also 

played a game of crab football blind 

folded using a ball with a bell in it so 

they could see what it was like not to be 

able to see. The following week, a very 

cold frosty evening the Scouts went out 

on a hike, thank you goes to Rob Ayre and Peter Marshall for taking them out.  

A few Scouts and their families attended the Christingle Service at Stubbings church, thank you goes to Alfie 

Booth for holding the Troop flag, and the scouts who did the readings. 

The Scouts also went 

to see Maidenhead 

Drama Guild, 

Pantomime, Beauty 

and the Beast at 

Holyport, ex PG Scout 

Charlie Fidler was one 

of main characters. 

We had an evening 

where the Scouts were 

taught how to make a 

rope ladder and they all climb up to the beams in the hall. 

The last meeting of 2022, the Friday between Christmas and New Year, the Scouts held their New Year Party, 

where thirteen Scouts played party games, including some new ones and enjoyed a banquet of party food. 

Congratulations goes to Tom Atkinson on gaining his Chief Scouts Award, he renewed his Scout promise when 

it was presented to him. 

Scout Leader Winter Hill  (Simon Wheeler)  

http://www.pgscouts.org.uk/
pgtips@pgscouts.org.uk


January 2023 PG Tips

 1 January Group  -  New Years Morning Walk - 10.30am

21 January Scout  -  District PL's Training Course

15 February Cub/Scout  -  Incident Hike (Run by Scouts PL's & APL's )

18 February Group  -  Race Night

18 March Cub  -  Flag Competition (Prov Date)

22 April District  -  ST Georges - 2pm All Beavers, Cubs, Scouts & leaders on a Saturday

 6 May Group  -  King Charles III  Coronation

13 May Cub  -  JOTT District Cub Incident Hike

19  - 21 May Scouts  -  Troop Camp 

31 May Cub/Scout  -  Half Term Activity (Run by Scouts PL's & APL's )

25 June Group  -  Summer Fair on The Green 12noon   -  opp Boundary Arms

22 Jul - 4 Aug Scout  -  Summer Camp     

 9-11  Sept Group  -  Group (Family) Camp

10 September Group -  G22AGM  at camp

20-22 October Group  -  JOTI   Jamboree on Internet JOTA Jamboree On Internet

25 October Cub  -  Halloween Party   (Run by Scouts)

11 November Scout  -  District Chef Cooking Competition

12 November Group  -  Remembrance Sunday Parade -  10.35am ALL Beavers Cubs & Scouts

17-18 November Scout  -  District Night Hike  - Parents Welcome 

10 December Group  -  Carol ( Christingle)  Service   3.30pm  at Stubbings Church

13 December Group  -  Panto Trip  

2024

 1 January Group  -  New Years Morning Walk - 10.30am

Pinkneys Green Scouts
1/1/2023

2023 Outline Programme

Check  www.pgscouts.org.uk  for latest diary
  Email:  info@pgscouts.org.uk       Scout Hall Tel:  (01628) 771991

http://www.pgscouts.org.uk/
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